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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, 
help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. 
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring 
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and 
toddlers. A Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a 
space to feed or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable 
chairs and a changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | October 22, 2023         

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 96:7-13

Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
    ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
    bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness;
    tremble before him, all the earth!

Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!
    Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved;
    he will judge the peoples with equity.”

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
    let the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
    before the Lord, for he comes,
    for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness,
    and the peoples in his faithfulness.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

We Praise You, O God
Music by Julia B. Cory | Dutch Melody | Public Domain

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring;
We lay it before You; we kneel and adore You;
We bless Your holy name: glad praises we sing.

We worship You, God of our fathers and mothers;
Through life’s storm and tempest our guide You have been;
When perils o’ertake us, You never forsake us,
And with Your help, O Lord, our battles we win.

With voices united our praises we offer,
Our songs of thanksgiving to You we now raise;
Your strong arm will guide us, our God is beside us,
To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise!

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

adapted from Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been 
from of old. Remember not the sins of our youth or our transgressions; 
according to your steadfast love remember us, for the sake of your goodness, 
O Lord! Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the 
way. For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it is great. Turn to us 
and be gracious to us, for we are lonely and afflicted.
The troubles of our hearts are enlarged; bring us out of our distresses.
Consider our affliction and our trouble, and forgive all our sins.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Psalm 25:12-15

Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will he instruct in the way that he 
should choose. His soul shall abide in well-being, and his offspring shall inherit 
the land. The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes 
known to them his covenant. My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck 
my feet out of the net.
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Man of Sorrows 
Words and Music by Drew & Ellie Holcolmb | Full Heart Music ©2017 

 
Lord, You’re weeping with me 
Help me to believe 
That when my heart, is heavy as a stone 
You say I’m not alone 
 
Man of sorrows, what a name 
Bore our suffering, bore all of our pain 
Man of sorrows, broken sinners to reclaim 
Overcame the darkness, and walked out of the grave 
 
Lord, You’re aching with me 
Help me to believe 
That when my soul, is lost in the storm 
You’re acquainted with my grief 
 
Man of sorrows, what a name 
Bore our suffering, bore all of our pain 
Man of sorrows, broken sinners to reclaim 
Overcame the darkness, and walked out of the grave 
 
He was pierced for our transgressions 
He was crushed for all our sins 
And the punishment that brought us peace was laid on Him 
He was stricken and afflicted 
But God’s mercy would reveal 
What His suffering would bring us by His wounds we’re healed 
 
Man of sorrows, what a name 
Bore our suffering, bore all of our pain 
Man of sorrows, broken sinners to reclaim 
Overcame the darkness, and walked out of the grave 
You overcame my darkness, when You walked out of the grave 
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MERCY MOMENT | Crates for Ukraine & Deacon's Offering

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Martin Luther’s Larger Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer, 1529

But what is the kingdom of God?

Nothing else than what we learned in the Creed, that God sent His Son 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, into the world to redeem and deliver us from 
the power of the devil, and to bring us to Himself, and to govern us as a 
King of righteousness, life, and salvation against sin, death, and an evil 
conscience, for which end He has also bestowed His Holy Ghost, who is 
to bring these things home to us by His holy Word, and to illumine and 
strengthen us in the faith by His power.

Therefore we pray here in the first place that this may become effective 
with us, and that His name be so praised through the holy Word of God 
and a Christian life that both we who have accepted it may abide and 
daily grow therein, and that it may gain approbation and adherence 
among other people and proceed with power throughout the world, that 
many may find entrance into the Kingdom of Grace, be made partakers 
of redemption, being led thereto by the Holy Ghost, in order that thus we 
may all together remain forever in the one kingdom now begun.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Peyton Bryant

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

O Worship the King 
Words by Robert Grant | Music by Johann Haydn, arr. William Gardiner | Public Domain 

 
O worship the King, all glorious above,  
And gratefully sing His power and His love;  
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,  
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.  
 
O tell of His might, O sing of His grace,  
Whose robe is the light, Whose canopy space,  
Whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,  
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm.  
 
Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite?  
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;  
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,  
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.  
 
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,  
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail;  
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,  
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 

CHILDREN'S SERMON

CHILDREN DISMISSED TO CHILDREN'S CHURCH
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SCRIPTURE READING | 2 Kings 18:1-8; 19:14-19 | Peyton Bryant
 
In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel, Hezekiah the son 
of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. 2He was twenty-five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 
His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. 3And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, according to all that David his father 
had done. 4He removed the high places and broke the pillars and cut 
down the Asherah. And he broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses 
had made, for until those days the people of Israel had made offerings to 
it (it was called Nehushtan). 5He trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel, so 
that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after him, nor 
among those who were before him. 6For he held fast to the Lord. He 
did not depart from following him, but kept the commandments that 
the Lord commanded Moses. 7And the Lord was with him; wherever 
he went out, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and 
would not serve him. 8He struck down the Philistines as far as Gaza and 
its territory, from watchtower to fortified city.

14Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and 
read it; and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord and spread 
it before the Lord. 15And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said: 
“O Lord, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you are the 
God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you have made heaven 
and earth. 16Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear; open your eyes, O Lord, 
and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock 
the living God. 17 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the 
nations and their lands 18 and have cast their gods into the fire, for they 
were not gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore 
they were destroyed. 19 So now, O Lord our God, save us, please, from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O Lord, are 
God alone.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
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SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp | Hezekiah: The Trusting King

SERMON NOTES

1. Hezekiah: trust flows from humility
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2. Hezekiah: trust leads to transformation
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3. Jesus: the trustworthy King
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INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. 
We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Jesus Paid It All 
Words by Elvina M. Hall | Music by John T. Grape | worshiptogether.com ©2006  

 
I hear the Savior say,  
“Thy strength indeed is small, 
Child of weakness, watch and pray,  
Find in Me thine all in all.”  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow. 
 
Lord now indeed I find  
Thy pow’r and Thine alone 
Can change the leper’s spots  
And melt the heart of stone.  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow. 
 
For nothing good have I  
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white  
In the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb.  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow. 
 
And when, before the throne,  
I stand in Him complete,  
“Jesus died my soul to save,”  
My lips shall still repeat.  
Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain,  
He washed it white as snow. 
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me 
Words and Music by Jonny Robinson, Rich Thompson, & Michael Farren | CityAlight Music ©2018  

 
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need, His power is displayed 
 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free! 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 
With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 
And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 



To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me! 
 

GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Romans 15:5-6

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Intro to Mercy
Church membership is one of the ways people connect more deeply at Mercy as we are called to 
grow together living out the gospel and one another commands of scripture. Our Intro to Mercy 
class is a great way to learn more about the church, including our vision and what we believe. 
The next class will meet on Wednesday, October 25th AND Wednesday, November 1st, from 7-9pm 
at the Tharp's home. If you are interested in taking the class or have questions, send an email to 
Pastor Doug (doug@mercydallas.com).

Children's Ministry
Toddler Sunday School and Children's Church meet every Sunday. Elementary Sunday School 
(3rd - 5th grade) meets from 9-10am on 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings in Room 207. We have a great 
year of learning ahead! We still need volunteers weekly in both the nursery and toddler rooms. 
If you are interested in getting your family plugged into the children’s ministry at Mercy or if you 
have a teen or pre-teen interested in helping, contact Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com)!

Youth Ministry
Youth Group meets on 2nd and 4th Sundays from 6-8pm. They next meet on Sunday, October 22nd 
at the Morgan's Home (7051 Teakwood Dr., Dallas). Bring your Bible and feel free to bring a friend! 
We'll have some snacks, but eat dinner before you arrive! Email youth@mercydallas.com with any 
questions you might have.

Women's Ministry
Mercy Women meet on Tuesday mornings (childcare available) or Wednesday evenings (childcare 
not available) to discuss Jen Wilkin's study of The Sermon on the Mount. Email Joanna Dawson 
(women@mercydallas.com) with any questions regarding the women's ministry.

Men's Ministry
Mercy Men meet Tuesday mornings at 6:30am to read and discuss The Screwtape Letters by C.S. 
Lewis at Cindi’s Deli in Dallas (11111 N Central Expy). Contact Doug (doug@mercydallas.com) for 
more information. 

Mercy Financial Update
For questions about giving, expenses or Mercy's budget, you can reach out to Bryan Hatfield 
(bryan@mercydallas.com).

2023/2024 Budget       
               
July 1, 2023 - August 31, 2023 Expenses
        
July 1, 2023 - August 31, 2023 Giving  
            
Variance 

$655,000

$80,288

$78,386
                            
($1,902)



CALENDAR

Sunday, October 22
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Morgan's Home

Tuesday, October 24
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Thomason's Home

Wednesday, October 25
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home
7 - 9pm
Intro to Mercy | The Tharp's Home

Sunday, October 29
Reformation Sunday 

Tuesday, October 31
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Thomason's Home

Wednesday, November 1
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home
7 - 9pm
Intro to Mercy | The Tharp's Home

Tuesday, November 7
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Thomason's Home

Wednesday, November 8
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Sunday, November 12
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Church's Home 

Tuesday, November 14
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Thomason's Home

Wednesday, November 15
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Tuesday, November 21
No Men's Study
No Women's Bible Study

Wednesday, November 22
No Women's Bible Study

Thursday, November 23
Thanksgiving Day

Saturday, November 25
2 - 4pm

Youth Turkey Touchdown | Valley View Park 

Sunday, November 26
First Sunday of Advent
No Elementary Sunday School
No Youth Group
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Tuesday, November 28
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli

Tuesday, December 5
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 

Sunday, December 10
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Church's Home

Tuesday, December 12
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli

Sunday, December 17
6:30 - 7:30pm
Lesson's + Carols | Chapel
7:30 - 8:30pm
Children's Party + Adult Reception | Social Hall

Sunday, December 24
Christmas Eve
No Elementary Sunday School
No Youth Group 
10 - 11:30a
Sunday Morning Worship | Sanctuary
7 - 8pm
Christmas Eve Service | Chapel

Sunday, December 31
New Year's Eve
10 - 11:30am
Sunday Morning Worship | Sanctuary
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Sevee Alaniz

INTERIM SESSION

Rev. Doug Tharp
Senior Pastor | Mercy Presbyterian Church

Rev. David Rogers
Senior Pastor | Town North Presbyterian Church

Rev. Robbie Mills
Associate Director | Mission to the World Western Hub

Eric Horan
Ruling Elder | Park Cities Presbyterian Church

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter

CONNECTING

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of 
Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are 
interested in joining a community group, 
please contact Jessica at jessica@
mercydallas.com. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is 
the primary way we communicate 
announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming 
events. Email church@mercydallas.
com if you would like to receive weekly 
emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that we 
could pray for, please email church@
mercydallas.com. We would love the 
opportunity to join you in lifting your 
needs before the Lord.  

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and 
worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you
can do so in a few ways:

• Mail a check to: 
   Mercy Presbyterian Church, 
   6930 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by 
the door as you exit the sanctuary.

• Give by scanning the QR code or use the web 
address below:

     

     www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general


