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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy.
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service,

help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship.
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary. Nursery is also available for babies and
toddlers. A Mother's Room is available during the service if you need a space to feed or calm a
little one. The office to the north of the sanctuary is a private space set with comfortable chairs
and a changing station.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | July 23, 2023

WELCOME

INVOCATION | We pray for God'’s presence, power and blessing in worship
CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him
Psalm 96:1-6

Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!

Sing to the Lord, bless his name
tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

Splendor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.



HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Jesus, Everlasting King
Words by Isaac Watts & Matthew S. Smith | Music by Matthew S. Smith | detuned radio music ©2003

Jesus, everlasting King,

Accept the tribute which we bring
Accept the well-deserved renown
And wear our praises as Your crown.

O send Your Spirit to impart

Rest and repentance to our hearts,
Like the dear hour when from above
We first received Your pledge of love.

Jesus, everlasting King,

Accept the tribute which we bring
Accept the well-deserved renown
And wear our praises as Your crown.

The gladness of redemption’s day,
Our hearts would wish it long to stay,
Nor let our faith forsake its hold,

Nor comforts sink, or love grow cold.

Jesus, everlasting King,

Accept the tribute which we bring
Accept the well-deserved renown
And wear our praises as Your crown.

May every time of worship see

Your grace revealed more rich and free,
Till we are raised to sing Your name

At the great supper of the Lamb.

Jesus, everlasting King,

Accept the tribute which we bring
Accept the well-deserved renown
And wear our praises as Your crown.



DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God'’s grace

from Valley of Vision, “The Convicting Spirit”

THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT,

Come, work repentance in my soul; Represent sin to me in its odious
colours that | may hate it; Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God;
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him; Teach me to behold
my Creator, his ability to save, his arms outstretched, his heart big for me.

May | confide in his power and love, commit my soul to him without
reserve, bear his image, observe his laws, pursue his service, and be
through time and eternity a monument to the efficacy of his grace, a
trophy of his victory. Make me willing to be saved in his way, perceiving
nothing in myself but all in Jesus, in whose name we pray, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace
Romans 8:1-2
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death.



HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

The Church’s One Foundation
Words by Samuel Stone | Music by Brian Moss | Parson John Publishing ©1996

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord,

She is His new creation, by water and the Word.

From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.

Elect from every nation, yet one over all the earth;

Her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,

Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

The church shall never perish, her dear Lord to defend

To guide, sustain and cherish, is with her to the end

Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale
Against a foe or traitor, she ever shall prevail.

Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation of peace forevermore;

"Til, with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blessed,
And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we

Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.



CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Belgic Confession, Article 23: The Justification of Sinners

We believe that our salvation consists in the remission of our sins for Jesus
Christ's sake, and that therein our righteousness before God is implied: as
David and Paul teach us, declaring this to be the happiness of man, that God
imputes righteousness to him without works. And the same apostle saith,
that we are justified freely by his grace, through the redemption which is in
Jesus Christ.

And therefore we always hold fast this foundation, ascribing all the glory to
God, humbling ourselves before him, and acknowledging ourselves to be
such as we really are, without presuming to trust in any thing in ourselves,
or in any merit of ours, relying and resting upon the obedience of Christ
crucified alone, which becomes ours, when we believe in him. This is
sufficient to cover our iniquities, and to give us confidence in approaching to
God; freeing the conscience of fear, terror and dread.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We /ift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.



HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God'’s Word

Cornerstone
Words and Music by Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan | Hillsong Music Publishing ©2071

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness
| dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly trust in Jesus’' name

Christ alone, Cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm He is Lord

Lord of all

When darkness seems to hide His face
| rest on His unchanging grace

In every high and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil

My anchor holds within the veil

Christ alone, Cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm He is Lord,

Lord of all

Christ alone, Cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm He is Lord,

Lord of all

When he shall come with trumpet sound
Oh may | then in Him be found

Dressed in His righteousness alone
Faultless stand before the throne

Christ alone, Cornerstone

Weak made strong in the Savior's love
Through the storm He is Lord,

Lord of all



CHILDREN’S SERMON
CHILDREN DISMISSED TO PARENTS

SCRIPTURE READING | Matthew 21:33-46 | Dixie Morgan

“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard
and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and
leased it to tenants, and went into another country. 3*When the season for
fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 3>And the
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another
36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same
to them. ¥’Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my
son. 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come let us Kill him and have his inheritance.’ 3°And they took him and
threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. “°©When therefore the owner
of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 4 They said to
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

“3Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and
given to a people producing its fruits. **And the one who falls on this stone
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 4“When
the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that

he was speaking about them. “¢And although they were seeking to arrest

him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp | Kingdom Inheritance

SERMON NOTES
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INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your
Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising

to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal
deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according
to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah!

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God!

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS



The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the

good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal,

we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that | might be
undaunted by the cost of following you as | consider the reasons for doing so.
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
Lord Jesus, | have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, | admit that | am weaker and more sinful than | ever before
believed, but through you | am more loved and accepted than | ever dared
to hope. | thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead, | turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
family where | am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks
Words by Samuel Stennett | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music ©1997

On Jordan’s stormy banks | stand, and cast a wishful eye
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie.
| am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land;

Il am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land.

All o’er those wide extended plains, shines one eternal day;
There God the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away.
| am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land;

| am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land.

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore;
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.

Il am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land;

| am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land.

When shall | reach that happy place, and be forever blessed?
When shall | see my Father’s face, and in His bosom rest?

| am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land;

Il am bound (I am bound) | am bound (I am bound)

| am bound for the promised land.
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

How Firm a Foundation
Words by R. Keene | Traditional Melody | Public Domain

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

Fear not, | am with thee, O be not dismayed,

For | am thy God and will still give thee aid;

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters | call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow

For | will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; | only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I'll never, no never, no never forsake.
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GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Romans 15:5-6

May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mercy Midweek

The final Mercy Midweek Dinner of the summer is next Wednesday, July 26" from 6:30-8:30pm.
Registration links are in the weekly email or contact Jessica (jessica@mercydallas.com) for more
information. Childcare will be available with advance registration.

Children’s Ministry

This summer we will have both planned and organic opportunities for families to gather. If you'd
like to be included on the Mercy Mom's GroupMe to discuss summer adventuring around town,
talk to Emily (emily@mercydallas.com).

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will not meet regularly this summer, but save the date for our first meeting of the
2023-2024 school year, Sunday, August 13!

Women's Ministry
Start gathering your books for a book swap on August 19" at the Walter's Home (3312 Hanover
St.), hosted by the Buerger's Community Group from 2-4pm.

Mercy Financial Update
For questions about giving, expenses or Mercy's budget, you can reach out to Bryan Hatfield
(bryan@mercydallas.com).

2022/2023 Budget $630,000
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Expenses $528,935

July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Giving $504,438
Variance ($24,497)
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CALENDAR

Wednesday, July 26
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Sunday, August 13
Youth Kickoff | TBD

Saturday, August 19
2 -4pm
Women's Book Swap | The Walter's Home

Sunday, August 27
12:30 - 2:30pm
Fall Kickoff | Mimosa Park
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CONNECTING

Community Groups

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com.

Weekly Update

Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you

would like to receive weekly emails.

Prayer Requests

If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord.

Giving

If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in

three ways:

» Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary

on Sundays.

» Give online at www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general
* Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230

MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch

Nate and Cecile Foster

Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION | session@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp
Jon Buell

Dave Nelson
Tim Swindell

DEACONS | deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Eric Clay

Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill
Thomas Walter

18



