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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, 
help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. 
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring 
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and 
toddlers. A Mother's Room is available during the service if you need a space to feed or calm a 
little one. The office to the north of the sanctuary is a private space set with comfortable chairs 
and a changing station. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | June 18, 2023          

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 8:1-9 

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth of babies 
and infants, you have established strength because of your foes, to still the 
enemy and the avenger.

When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the 
son of man that you care for him?

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned 
him with glory and honor.

You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all 
things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the 
birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths 
of the seas.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Arise, My Soul, Arise
Words by Charles Wesley | Music by Kevin Twit | Kevin Twit Music ©1996

 
Arise, my soul, arise, shake off your guilty fears;
The bleeding sacrifice, in my behalf appears;
Before the throne my Surety stands, before the throne my Surety stands,
My name is written on His hands.
 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.
 
He ever lives above, for me to intercede;
His all redeeming love, His precious blood, to plead;
His blood atoned for every race, His blood atoned for every race,
And sprinkles now the throne of grace.
 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.
 
Five bleeding wounds He bears; received on Calvary;
They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me:
"Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, “forgive him, O forgive,” they cry,
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!”
 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.
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The Father hears Him pray, His dear anointed One;
He cannot turn away the presence of His Son;
The Spirit answers to the blood, the Spirit answers to the blood
And tells me I am born of God.
 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.
 
My God is reconciled; His pardoning voice I hear;
He owns me for His child; I can no longer fear
With confidence I now draw nigh, with confidence I now draw nigh,
And “Father, Abba, Father,” cry.
 
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Arise (arise), arise (arise), arise
Arise, my soul, arise.
Shake off your guilty fears and rise.

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Awesome and compassionate God, you have loved us with unfailing,
self-giving mercy, but we have not loved you. You constantly call us, but
we do not listen. You ask us to love, but we walk away from neighbors in
need, wrapped in our own concerns. We condone evil, prejudice, warfare,
and greed. God of grace, as you come to us in mercy, we repent in spirit
and in truth, admit our sin, and gratefully receive your forgiveness through
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Proverbs 3:3-6

Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your 
neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good 
success in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.

5



HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Words by Henry W. Baker | Traditional Irish Tune | Public Domain

 
The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
And he is mine forever.
 
Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul he leadeth
And where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.
 
In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
With thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still;
Thy cross before to guide me.
 
Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!
 
And so, through all the length of days,
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house forever.

MERCY MOMENT | UTD RUF-I 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 26:1-2 

All believers are united to Jesus Christ, their head, by his Spirit and by faith, 
and have fellowship with him in his grace, suffering, death, resurrection, and 
glory. United to one another in love the saints have fellowship in each other’s 
gifts and grace and are obliged to perform those public and private duties 
which nourish their mutual good, both spiritually and physically.

By their profession of faith saints are bound to maintain a holy fellowship 
and communion with each other in the worship of God and in the 
performance of other spiritual services for their mutual improvement. They 
are also bound to help each other in material things according to their 
different abilities and needs. This fellowship is to be offered, as God gives 
the opportunity, to everyone in every place who calls on the name of the 
Lord Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Before the Throne of God Above
Words and Music by Charitie Lees Bancroft & Vikki Cook | Sovereign Grace Worship ©1997

 
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart,
I know that while in heav’n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
 
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God the just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me,
To look on Him and pardon me.
 
Behold Him there, the risen Lamb,
My perfect spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace.
One with Himself I cannot die;
My soul is purchased by His blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ, my Savior and my God,
With Christ, my Savior and my God.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

8



SCRIPTURE READING | Luke 14:1-24 | Tate Nokes

One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, 
they were watching him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before 
him who had dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they remained 
silent. Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5And he said to 
them, “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a 
Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And they could not reply 
to these things. 7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he 
noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, 8“When you 
are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of 
honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and 
he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this 
person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10But 
when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your 
host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be 
honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. 11For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a 
banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13But when 
you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14and you 
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at 
the resurrection of the just.” 15When one of those who reclined at table with 
him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat 
bread in the kingdom of God!” 16But he said to him, “A man once gave a 
great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he sent 
his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready.’ 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to 
him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me 
excused.’ 19And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20And another said, ‘I have married 
a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21So the servant came and reported 
these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and 
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and 
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bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22And the servant said, 
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23And the 
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you, none of 
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Robbie Mills | Kingdom Feasting

SERMON NOTES
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INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

We Will Feast in the House of Zion
Words and Music by Sandra McCracken & Joshua Moore | Drink Your Tea Music ©2015

 
We will feast in the House of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more.
 
We will not be burned by the fire,
He is the Lord our God
We are not consumed by the flood.
Upheld, protected, gathered up.
 
We will feast in the House of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more.
 
In the dark of night before the dawn,
My soul be not afraid
For the promised morning O how long?
O God of Jacob be my strength.
 
We will feast in the House of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more.
 
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed,
You are the faithful one
And from the garden to the grave,
Bind us together bring shalom.
 
We will feast in the House of Zion
We will sing with our hearts restored
He has done great things, we will say together
We will feast and weep no more.
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

For All the Saints
Words by William How | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music ©1997

 
For all the saints, who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed.
Alleluia, Allelu…
 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well fought fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light.
Alleluia, Allelu…
 
O may Thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,
And win with them the victor's crown of gold.
Alleluia, Allelu…
 
The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blessed.
Alleluia, Allelu…
 
But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day;
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of glory passes on his way,
Alleluia, Allelu…
 
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Alleluia, Alleluia!
 
 



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ministry Opportunity with UTD RUF-I
Every year, UTD RUF-I welcomes thousands of international students who arrive on campus from 
mid-July to mid-August with The Big Howdy! There are several ways to serve these students, 
one of those being Airport Pickups. Big Howdy Airport Pick Ups will take place from July 22nd 
to August 18th. We need approximately 150 volunteers to help with 1,000-plus airport pick ups. 
Mercy will host a training for this endeavor on Tuesday, June 27th from 7-9pm, and we hope that 
you'll join us as we welcome these students to Texas.

Mercy Midweek
Save the date for Mercy Midweek Dinners this summer from 6:30-8:30pm on Wednesday, June 
28th and Wednesday, July 26th. Look for registration information and a taco bar potluck sign-up in 
your email. Childcare will be available with advance registration.

Children's Ministry
This summer we will have both planned and organic opportunities for families to gather. A 
morning Family Swim is planned at the Dawson's home (13760 Sprucewood Dr.) on Tuesday, 
June 27th , from 10am-12pm. If you'd like to be included on the Mercy Mom's GroupMe to discuss 
summer adventuring around town, talk to Emily (emily@mercydallas.com).

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will not meet regularly this summer, but there are social events in the works, as well 
as a volunteer event with Casa Del Lago.

Women's Ministry
This summer, the women's ministry will host two socials. Join us on Thursday, July 20th for a Pie 
Party at the Nelson's Home (7150 Aberdeen Ave.) and start gathering your books for a book 
swap on August 19th!

Congregational Meeting
Join us on Sunday, June 25th for a congregational meeting immediately following the service. 
The primary purpose of this meeting is to share updates on Mercy’s finances for the previous year 
as well as our budget planning for next year. We will also share a few other brief church-wide 
updates. There will be time for questions after the presentation and our finance deacons will be 
available to talk to you in person.

Mercy Financial Update
For questions about giving, expenses or Mercy's budget, you can reach out to Brett Cast 
(brett@mercydallas.com) or Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallas.com).

2022/2023 Budget       
               
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Expenses
        
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Giving  
             
Variance 

$630,000

$528,935

$504,438
                            
($24,497)
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CALENDAR

Sunday, June 25
Immediately Following the Service
Congregational Meeting | Sanctuary

Tuesday, June 27
10am - 12pm
Family Pool Party | The Dawson's Home
7 - 9pm
UTD RUF-I Big Howdy Training | Temple Shalom Boardroom

Wednesday, June 28
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Thursday, July 20
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Pie Party | The Nelson's Home

Wednesday, July 26
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Saturday, August 19
2 - 4pm
Women's Book Swap | TBD

Sunday, August 13
Youth Kickoff | TBD

Sunday, August 27
12:30 - 2:30pm
Fall Kickoff | Mimosa Park



CONNECTING

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION  |  session@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp 
Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Tim Swindell

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


