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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, 
help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. 
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring 
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and 
toddlers. A Mother's Room is available during the service if you need a space to feed or calm a 
little one. The office to the north of the sanctuary is a private space set with comfortable chairs 
and a changing station. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | June 11, 2023          

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 147:1-3; 12-14
 

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and  

a song of praise is fitting.

The Lord builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel.

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.
 
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion!

For he strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you.

He makes peace in your borders; he fills you with the finest of the wheat.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

A Mighty Fortress is Our God
Words and Music by Martin Luther | Public Domain

 
A mighty fortress is our God, 
A Bulwark never failing;
Our Helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing;
For still our ancient Foe 
Doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and pow'r are great, 
And armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.
 
Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God's own choosing;
Dost ask who that may be: 
Christ Jesus it is He;
Lord Sabbaoth His name, 
From age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
 
And though this world with devils filled, 
Should threaten to undo us;
We will not fear for God hath willed, 
His truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
We tremble not for him!
His rage we can endure, 
For lo his doom is sure
One little word shall fell him.
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That Word above all earthly pow'r, 
No thanks to them abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
Through Him who with us sideth;
Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also;
The body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever!

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too 
deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can 
no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment.
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in 
which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more 
in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 
Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

from Acts 13:38; Ephesians 1:7, NRSV

Through Jesus Christ forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you. In Christ 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace.

4



HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

God, Be Merciful to Me
Scottish Psalter | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music ©1997

 
God, be merciful to me;
On Thy grace I rest my plea
Plenteous in compassion Thou,
Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within;
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.
 
My transgressions I confess;
Grief and guilt my soul oppress.
I have sinned against Thy grace,
And provoked Thee to Thy face.
I confess Thy judgement just;
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust.
 
I am evil, born in sin;
Thou desirest truth within.
Thou alone my Savior art,
Teach Thy wisdom to my heart;
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow,
Wash me whiter than the snow.
 
Broken, humbled to the dust
By Thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice,
And in gladness hear Thy voice;
From my sins O hide Thy face,
Blot them out in boundless grace.
 
Gracious God, my heart renew,
Make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from Thee,
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation’s joy impart,
Steadfast make my willing heart.
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Sinners then shall learn from me,
And return, O God, to Thee
Savior all my guilt remove,
And my tongue shall sing Thy love
Touch my silent lips, O Lord,
And my mouth shall praise accord

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 26:1-2 

All believers are united to Jesus Christ, their head, by his Spirit and by faith, 
and have fellowship with him in his grace, suffering, death, resurrection, and 
glory. United to one another in love the saints have fellowship in each other’s 
gifts and grace and are obliged to perform those public and private duties 
which nourish their mutual good, both spiritually and physically.

By their profession of faith saints are bound to maintain a holy fellowship and 
communion with each other in the worship of God and in the performance 
of other spiritual services for their mutual improvement. They are also bound 
to help each other in material things according to their different abilities 
and needs. This fellowship is to be offered, as God gives the opportunity, to 
everyone in every place who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Be Thou My Vision
Ancient Irish Hymn | Translated by Mary E. Byrne | Public Domain

*Hymn of the Month | Teaching our children great hymns of our faith

 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art!
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
 
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
 
High king of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
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SCRIPTURE READING | Matthew 18:21-34 | Dave Boland

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23“Therefore 
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to 
him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he could not pay, his 
master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for 
him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
28But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and 
went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31When his fellow 
servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they 
went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp | Kingdom Forgiveness

SERMON NOTES

9



 

10



 

11



INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Rock of Ages
Words by Augustus Toplady | Music by James Ward | James Ward Music ©1985

 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;
Save from wrath and make me pure.
 
Not the labors of my hands
Can fulfill thy law's demands;
Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and thou alone.
 
Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to the cross I cling;
Naked, come to thee for dress;
Helpless, look to thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or I die.
 
While I draw this fleeting breath,
When mine eyes shall close in death,
When I soar to worlds unknown,
See thee on thy judgment throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee.
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

The Reign of Mercy
Words and Music by Kate Bluett & Paul Zach | Integrity's Alleluia! Music ©2021

 
Oh may our world at last be just
And hilltops echo with Your peace
The harvest come from barren dust
The reign of mercy never cease
He comes as rain upon the grass
High heaven's sun to earth descends
Not as the seasons that will pass
But with a light that never ends
 
Oh come to Him and find your rest
Who saw the poor and came as one
Who hears the cries of the oppressed
And rules till all oppression's done
Someday He'll come to reign as King
And we will see His justice done
Our souls will magnify and sing
The Christ whose kingdom now is come
 
And all the mighty and the strong
Will bow before Him on that day
The silenced fill the world with song
The poor and lowly He will raise
And all our bitterness and tears
Our violence and our endless wars
Will end at last when He draws near
Come soon, come soon O Christ our Lord
 



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ministry Opportunity with UTD RUF-I
Every year, UTD RUF-I welcomes thousands of international students who arrive on campus from 
mid-July to mid-August with The Big Howdy! There are several ways to serve these students, 
one of those being Airport Pickups. Big Howdy Airport Pick Ups will take place from July 22nd 
to August 18th. We need approximately 150 volunteers to help with 1,000-plus airport pick ups. 
Mercy will host a training for this endeavor on Tuesday, June 27th from 7-9pm, and we hope that 
you'll join us as we welcome these students to Texas.

Mercy Midweek
Save the date for Mercy Midweek Dinners this summer on Wednesday, June 28th and Wednesday, 
July 26th. Look for registration information and a taco bar potluck sign-up in your email. Childcare 
will be available with advance registration.

Children's Ministry
This summer we will have both planned and organic opportunities for families to gather. A 
morning Family Swim is planned at the Dawson's home (13760 Sprucewood Dr.) on Tuesday, 
June 27th , from 10am-12pm. If you'd like to be included on the Mercy Mom's GroupMe to discuss 
summer adventuring around town, talk to Emily (emily@mercydallas.com).

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will not meet regularly this summer, but there are social events in the works, as well 
as a volunteer event with Casa Del Lago. Join us this Thursday, June 15th, for a movie night at the 
Foster's Home (634 Scottsdale Dr.) from 6-8pm.

Women's Ministry
This summer, the women's ministry will host two socials. Join us on Thursday, July 20th for a Pie 
Party at the Nelson's Home (7150 Aberdeen Ave.) and start gathering your books for a book 
swap on August 19th!

Congregational Meeting
Join us on Sunday, June 25th for a congregational meeting immediately following the service. 
The primary purpose of this meeting is to share updates on Mercy’s finances for the previous year 
as well as our budget planning for next year. We will also share a few other brief church-wide 
updates. There will be time for questions after the presentation and our finance deacons will be 
available to talk to you in person.

Mercy Financial Update
For questions about giving, expenses or Mercy's budget, you can reach out to Brett Cast 
(brett@mercydallas.com) or Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallas.com).

2022/2023 Budget       
               
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Expenses
        
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Giving  
             
Variance 

$630,000

$528,935

$504,438
                            
($24,497)
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CALENDAR

Thursday, June 15
6-8pm
Youth Movie Night | The Foster's Home 

Sunday, June 25
Immediately Following the Service
Congregational Meeting | Sanctuary

Tuesday, June 27
10am - 12pm
Family Pool Party | The Dawson's Home
7 - 9pm
UTD RUF-I Big Howdy Training | Temple Shalom Boardroom

Wednesday, June 28
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Thursday, July 20
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Pie Party | The Nelson's Home

Wednesday, July 26
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Saturday, August 19
2 - 4pm
Women's Book Swap | TBD

Sunday, August 13
Youth Kickoff | TBD

Sunday, August 27
12:30 - 2:30pm
Fall Kickoff | Mimosa Park



CONNECTING

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION  |  session@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp 
Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Tim Swindell

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


