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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities 
are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers. A 
Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a space to feed 
or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable chairs and a 
changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 

Connection Points

If you are a visitor, regular attender or member, we would love the chance to connect with 
you outside of Sunday mornings! Use the QR code below to receive more information about 
community groups and other ministries, as well as to communicate changes to your personal 
information. 

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. The Weekly Update is our 
email newsletter and the primary way we communicate announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming events. Your Prayer Requests matter to us! If there is 
any way that we can pray for you, we would love the opportunity to join you in lifting your needs 
before the Lord.  Use the QR code below or email church@mercydallas.com to connect with us!
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
June 9, 2024         

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 92:1-5

It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
    to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
    and your faithfulness by night,

to the music of the lute and the harp,
    to the melody of the lyre.

For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work;
    at the works of your hands I sing for joy.
How great are your works, O Lord!
    Your thoughts are very deep!
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
Words by Charles Wesley | Music by Carl G. Gläser | Arranged by Lowell Mason | Public Domain

O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of his grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread thro' all the earth abroad
The honors of your name.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease,
'Tis music in the sinner's ears,
'Tis life and health and peace.

He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
He sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean;
His blood availed for me.

To God all glory, praise, and love
Be now and ever given
By saints below and saints above,
The Church in earth and heaven.
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DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, forgive us; 
for the things we have failed to do that we regret, forgive us; 
for all the times we have acted without love, forgive us; 
for all the times we have reacted without thought, forgive us; 
for all the times we have withdrawn care, forgive us; 
for all the times we have failed to forgive, forgive us. 
For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, for unfinished tasks and 
unfulfilled hopes, God of all time, forgive us and help us to lay down our 
burden of regret. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Romans 8:34-39

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, 
who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding 
for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it 
is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
    we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa & Michael Bleecker | Bleecker Publishing ©2012

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
In the dawning of the King
He the theme of heaven's praises
Robed in frail humanity
In our longing in our darkness
Now the light of life has come
Look to Christ who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
He the perfect Son of Man
In His living in His suff'ring
Never trace nor stain of sin
See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man
Christ the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law in Him we stand

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Christ the Lord upon the tree
In the stead of ruined sinners
Hangs the Lamb in victory
See the price of our redemption
See the Father's plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory
Grace unmeasured love untold

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Slain by death the God of life
But no grave could e'er restrain Him
Praise the Lord He is alive
What a foretaste of deliv'rance
How unwavering our hope
Christ in power resurrected
As we will be when He comes 5



CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

    

The Scots Confession of 1560 | Chapter 1: Of God

Mercy, what do we believe about God?

We confess and acknowledge one only God, to whom only we must 
cleave, whom only we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in 
whom only we must put our trust; who is eternal, infinite, unmeasurable, 
incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible: one in substance, and yet distinct 
in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost: By whom we 
confess and believe all things in heaven and in earth, as well visible as 
invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be 
ruled and guided by his inscrutable Providence, to such end as his eternal 
wisdom, goodness, and justice has appointed them, to the manifestation 
of his own glory.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Katherine & Thomas Walter | from Prone to Wander

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

6



HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Behold Our God
Words and Music by Jonathan Baird, Meghan Baird, Ryan Baird & Stephen Altrogge | Sovereign Grace Worship ©2011

Who has held the oceans in His hands
Who has numbered every grain of sand
Kings and nations tremble at His voice
All creation rises to rejoice
 
Behold our God seated on His throne
Come let us adore Him
Behold our King nothing can compare
Come let us adore Him

Who has given counsel to the Lord
Who can question any of His words
Who can teach the One who knows all things
Who can fathom all His wondrous deeds

Behold our God seated on His throne
Come let us adore Him
Behold our King nothing can compare
Come let us adore Him

Who has felt the nails upon His hands
Bearing all the guilt of sinful man
God eternal humbled to the grave
Jesus Savior risen now to reign

Behold our God seated on His throne
Come let us adore Him
Behold our King nothing can compare
Come let us adore Him
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You will reign forever
(Let Your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let Your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let Your glory fill the earth)
You will reign forever
(Let Your glory fill the earth)
 
Behold our God seated on His throne
Come let us adore Him
Behold our King nothing can compare
Come let us adore Him

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

CHILDREN DISMISSED FOR CHILDREN'S CHURCH  | 2nd & 4th Sundays this Summer
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SCRIPTURE READING | Acts 8:26-40 | Sophie Jane Thomas

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And 
he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He 
had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, 
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go 
over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah 
the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31And he 
said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading 
was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
    so he opens not his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
    Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”

34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about 
Jesus. 36And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and 
the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 
38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the 
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached 
the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Robbie Mills | The Great (Re)Commission

SERMON NOTES
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OFFERTORY  | Joyfully giving His tithes and our offerings in response to His grace

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  |  The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 

PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. 
We invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
Words by Henry Lyte | Music by Bill Moore | Bill Moore Music ©2001

Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shall be.
Perish every fond ambition,
All I’ve sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition!
God and heaven are still my own.

Man may trouble and distress me,
’Twill but drive me to Thy breast.
Life with trials hard may press me;
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.
Oh, ’tis not in grief to harm me
While Thy love is left to me;
Oh, ’twere not in joy to charm me,
Were that joy unmixed with Thee.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure,
Come disaster, scorn and pain
In Thy service, pain is pleasure,
With Thy favor, loss is gain
I have called Thee Abba Father,
I have stayed my heart on Thee
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather;
All must work for good to me.

Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer.
Heaven’s eternal days before thee,
God’s own hand shall guide us there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 14
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SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

O Love Incomprehensible
Words by Anne Steele, Augustus Montague Toplady | Music by Kevin Twit | Kevin Twit Music ©2001

 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.
 
What pain what soul-oppressing pain
The Great Redeemer bore
While bloody sweat like drops of rain
Distilled from every pore!
 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.
 
Arraigned at Pilate's shameful bar,
Unparalleled disgrace!
See spotless innocence appear
In guilt's detested place.
 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.
 
The spotless Savior lived for me,
And died upon the mount
The obedience of His life and death,
Is placed to my account!
 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.



Tis finished! Now aloud He cries,
No more the Law requires
And now, amazing sacrifice,
The Lord of Life expires!
 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.
 
On Thee alone my hope relies,
Beneath Thy cross I fall
My Lord, my Life, my Sacrifice,
My Savior and my All!
 
O Love incomprehensible
That made Thee bleed for me
The Judge of all has suffered death
To set His prisoner free.

GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give 
you peace.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children's Communicant Class
This class is an opportunity for our kids to learn more about what we believe as a church and 

explore what they believe about the gospel. If your child has professed faith in Christ and is 

interested in becoming a communing member, we'd love to have them attend this class. Taking 

the class does not require a child to become a communing member, but in order for them to take 

communion they need to take the class and meet with an elder. We will meet Sunday mornings 

from 9-9:50am from July 21st - September 1st. Use the link in the Weekly Email to register.

Children's Ministry Pool Play Dates
Parents and kids, join your Mercy friends for summer swim days at The Dawson's Home! The pool 

will be open from 10am-12pm on Wednesday, June 26th and July 17th. There will be a lifeguard on 

duty.

Children's Ministry
This summer, Toddler Sunday School will continue to meet each Sunday and we still need weekly 

volunteers in both the nursery and toddler rooms. If you are interested in getting your family 

plugged in to this ministry, contact Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com)! Children's Church 

will meet every 2nd and 4th Sunday during the summer.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will meet once a month this summer for Wednesday devo nights from 6-7:30pm, led 

by Nate and Cecile Foster. Guys will meet at the Foster's home (634 Scottsdale Dr., Richardson)

and girls will meet at the Morgan's home (7051 Teakwood Dr., Dallas) from 6-7:30pm on June 

12th, July 17th and August 14th. Please use the registration link in the Weekly Email to let us know if 

you're coming! Questions? Email youth@mercydallas.com!

Summer Game Night!
Join us for a fun night with your Mercy friends on Wednesday, June 26th. Bring an appetizer, 

dessert and/or BYOB to share and a wrapped gift ($20 limit) for a raucous game of CARAVAN. 

The registration link and SignUp Genius are available in the Weekly Email. Want to know more? 

Contact Jessica (jessica@mercydallas.com).



CALENDAR

Tuesday, June 11
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli

Wednesday, June 12
6 - 7:30pm
Youth Group Girls | The Morgan's Home
Youth Group Guys | The Foster's Home 

Tuesday, June 25
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Wednesday, June 26
10am - 12pm
Swim with Friends! | The Dawson's Home
6:30pm - 9:00pm
Summer Game Night | Social Hall

Tuesday, July 9
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Wednesday, July 17
10am - 12pm
Swim with Friends! | The Dawson's Home 
6 - 7:30pm
Youth Group Girls | The Morgan's Home
Youth Group Guys | The Foster's Home  

Sunday, July 21
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207 

Tuesday, July 23
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli

Sunday, July 28
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207

Wednesday, July 31
6:30pm - 8:30pm
Night of Worship | The Chapel

Sunday, August 4
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207

Sunday, August 11
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207

Tuesday, August 13
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Wednesday, August 14
6 - 7:30pm
Youth Group Girls | The Morgan's Home
Youth Group Guys | The Foster's Home  

Sunday, August 18
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207 

Sunday, August 25
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207

Tuesday, August 27
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Summer Study | Cindi's Deli 

Sunday, September 1
9 - 9:50am
Communicant Class | Room 207 

Sunday, September 8
12:30pm - 2:30pm
FALL KICKOFF | TBD
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AND GIVING

Giving

If you have questions about giving, expenses or budget at Mercy, or would like more information, 
contact Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallascom). 

If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can:

• Mail a check to: Mercy Presbyterian Church, 6930 Alpha Rd., Dallas, TX 75240

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary.

• Give by scanning the QR code:

2023/2024 Budget       
               
July 1, 2023 - April 30, 2024 Expenses
        
July 1, 2023 - April 30, 2024 Giving 
            
Variance 

$655,000

$480,711

$452,385
                            
($28,326)
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Nate and Cecile Foster
Sevee Alaniz
Lilly Edwards

ELDERS  |  church@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp
Eric Clay
Jeff Dawson
Clark Morgan
Tim Thomason

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


