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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, 
help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. 
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring 
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and 
toddlers. A Mother's Room is available during the service if you need a space to feed or calm a 
little one. The office to the north of the sanctuary is a private space set with comfortable chairs 
and a changing station. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | June 4, 2023          

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, 
O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the 
majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours.

Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. Both 
riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all.

In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to 
give strength to all.

We thank you for your sovereign and saving hand, our God and Father, and 
praise your glorious name.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Father Long Before Creation
Chinese Hymn Translated by Francis Johnson | Music by Andrew Osenga | The Velvet Eagle Sings ©2005

Father, long before creation
Thou hadst chosen us in love,
And that love so deep, so moving,
Draws us close to Christ above.
Still it keeps us, still it keeps us
Firmly fixed in Christ alone.

Though the world may change its fashion,
Yet our God is e’er the same;
His compassion and His covenant
Through all ages will remain.
God’s own children, God’s own children
Must forever praise His name.

God’s compassion is my story,
Is my boasting all the day;
Mercy free and never failing
Moves my will, directs my way.
God so loved us, God so loved us
That His only Son He gave.

Loving Father now before Thee
We will ever praise Thy love,
And our songs will sound unceasing
’Til we reach our home above,
Giving glory, giving glory
To our God and to the Lamb.

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

3



CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

from Psalm 73: 1-3 & 13-15

Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for
me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. For I was 
envious of the arrogance when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. Behold, 
these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. All in vain 
have I kept my heart clean and washed my hands in innocence. For all the 
day long I have been stricken and rebuked every morning. If I had said, "I 
will speak thus," I would have betrayed the generation of your children.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

In Christ we have the forgiveness of sins and the riches of God’s grace.
This grace was given to us: to preach to the nations the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery,
which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.
Thanks be to God.
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Words and Music by Chris Tomlin, John Newton & Louie Giglio | Rising Springs Music ©2006

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace
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The earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine
But God who called me here below
Will be forever mine
Will be forever mine
You are forever mine

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 26:1-2 

All believers are united to Jesus Christ, their head, by his Spirit and by faith, 
and have fellowship with him in his grace, suffering, death, resurrection, and 
glory. United to one another in love the saints have fellowship in each other’s 
gifts and grace and are obliged to perform those public and private duties 
which nourish their mutual good, both spiritually and physically.

By their profession of faith saints are bound to maintain a holy fellowship and 
communion with each other in the worship of God and in the performance 
of other spiritual services for their mutual improvement. They are also bound 
to help each other in material things according to their different abilities 
and needs. This fellowship is to be offered, as God gives the opportunity, to 
everyone in every place who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds
Words by John Newton | Music by Alexander Reinagle | Public Domain

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
And drives away our fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole 
And calms the troubled breast;
'Tis manna to the hungry soul, 
And to the weary, rest.

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 
My Prophet, Priest, and King,
My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
Accept the praise I bring.

How weak the effort of my heart, 
How cold my warmest thought;
But when I see you as you are, 
I'll praise you as I ought.

Till then I would your love proclaim 
With every fleeting breath;
And may the music of your name 
Refresh my soul in death.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
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SCRIPTURE READING | Matthew 13:44-47 | Brett Cast

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field.

45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he 
had and bought it.

47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea 
and gathered fish of every kind.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp | Kingdom Treasure

SERMON NOTES
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INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the 
good news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the 
Lord’s Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, 
we encourage you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you 
consider your relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Satisfied
Words by Clara T. Williams | Music by Karl Digerness | Cardiphonia Music ©2012

All my life long I had panted 
For a drink from some cool spring 
That I hoped would quench the burning 
Of the thirst I felt within 

Hallelujah! He has found me, 
The One my soul so long has craved 
Jesus satisfies all my longings, 
Through his blood I now am saved.

Feeding on the filth around me 
‘Till my strength was almost gone. 
Longed my soul for something better 
Only still to hunger on 

Hallelujah! He has found me, 
The One my soul so long has craved 
Jesus satisfies all my longings, 
Through his blood I now am saved.

Poor I was and sought for riches, 
Something that would satisfy. 
But the dust I gathered ‘round me 
Only mocked my soul’s sad cry. 

Hallelujah! He has found me, 
The One my soul so long has craved 
Jesus satisfies all my longings, 
Through his blood I now am saved.

Well of water ever springing, 
Bread of Life so rich and free. 
Untold wealth that never faileth, 
My Redeemer is to me. 

14



15

Hallelujah! He has found me, 
The One my soul so long has craved 
Jesus satisfies all my longings, 
Through his blood I now am saved.

SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

The Christian’s Hope Can Never Fail
Anonymous from The Gadsby Hymnal, 1838 | Music by Benj Pocta | Red Mountain Music ©2006

We travel through a barren land,
With dangers thick on every hand;
But Jesus guides us through the vale;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

Huge sorrows meet us as we go,
And devils aim to overthrow;
But vile infernals can’t prevail;
O, The Christian’s hope shall never fail.

Sometimes we’re tempted to despair,
But Jesus makes us then His care;
Though numerous foes our souls assail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.

We trust upon the sacred word,
The oath and promise of the Lord;
And safely through each tempest sail;
O, The Christian’s hope can never fail.



GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Hebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working 
in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Communion Bread Team 
Our communion bread is baked each week by members of our congregation. This team is looking 
to add more members into the rotation! If you're interested in learning more about this team, 
contact Shannon Watson (shannonawatson@gmail.com).

Mercy Midweek
Save the date for Mercy Midweek Dinners this summer on Wednesday, June 28th and Wednesday, 
July 26th. Further details to come. Childcare will be available with advance registration.  

Youth Ministry
Youth Group will not meet regularly this summer, but there are social events in the works, as well 
as a volunteer event with Casa Del Lago. Tentative dates for socials are June 15th and July 21st.
The date to serve with Casa Del Lago will be in early July.

Women's Ministry
This summer, the women's ministry will host two socials. Join us on Thursday, July 20th for a Pie 
Party at the Nelson's Home and start gathering your books for a book swap on August 19th!

Mercy Financial Update
For questions about giving, expenses or Mercy's budget, you can reach out to Brett Cast 
(brett@mercydallas.com) or Bryan Hatfield (bryan@mercydallas.com).

2022/2023 Budget       
               
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Expenses
        
July 1, 2022 - April 30, 2023 Giving  
             
Variance 

$630,000

$528,935

$504,438
                            
($24,497)
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CALENDAR

Wednesday, June 28
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Thursday, July 20
7 - 8:30pm
Pie Party | The Nelson's Home

Wednesday, July 26
6:30 - 8:30pm
Mercy Midweek | Temple Shalom

Saturday, August 19
2 - 4pm
Book Swap | TBD

Sunday, August 27
12:30 - 2:30pm
Fall Kickoff | Mimosa Park



CONNECTING

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION  |  session@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp 
Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Tim Swindell

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


