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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would love 
to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your information 
with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities are 
available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers.

Overview of Nehemiah

In 587 BC, Judah was sent into Babylonian exile. In 538 BC, Judah began to return. Upon their 
return, there was no Temple and there were no walls to define and protect the city of Jerusalem. 
As one commentator puts it, “It was a death to make way for a rebirth.”

Nehemiah tells the story of God’s people’s effort to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, which are 
representative of the people’s identity being re-established according to the Covenant with God. 
It is a story of challenge and hope - a story of what it looks like to repent and commit oneself 
to God and his purposes. It is a reminder to Mercy Pres of what it means to be faithful as God’s 
people, and what it means to prioritize what is truly important.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Lord’s Day | May 8, 2022          

REFLECTION

"It is not contrary to Christianity that a man should love himself or, which is the 
same thing, should love his own happiness. That a man should love his own 
happiness, is as necessary to his nature as the faculty of the will is.” 

- Jonathan Edwards

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 123

To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens!

Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes 
of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord 
our God, till he has mercy upon us.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than 
enough of contempt.

Our soul has had more than enough of the scorn of those who are at ease, 
of the contempt of the proud.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Holy, Holy, Holy
Words by Reginald Heber | Music by John Dykes | Public Domain

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert and art and ever more shall be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Almighty God, who does freely pardon all who repent and turn to Him, now 
fulfill in every contrite heart the promise of redeeming grace; forgiving 
all our sins, and cleansing us from an evil conscience; through the perfect 
sacrifice of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
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ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sin and gives us grace

Isaiah 25:9

Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is 
the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Thy Mercy, My God
Words by John Stocker | Music by Sandra McCracken | ©2001 Same Old Dress Music

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast. 

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair; 
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive, 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive. 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 

Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own, 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son; 
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine. 

All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.

MERCY MOMENT | Margin for Blessing
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

The Heidelberg Catechism | Q29&30

Why is the Son of God called “Jesus,” meaning “savior”?

Because he saves us from our sins, and because salvation should not be 
sought and cannot be found in anyone else.

Do those who look for their salvation in saints, in themselves, or elsewhere 
really believe in the only savior Jesus?

No. Although they boast of being his, by their actions they deny the only 
savior, Jesus. Either Jesus is not a perfect savior, or those who in true faith 
accept this savior have in him all they need for their salvation.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Nothing But the Blood of Jesus  
Words and Music by Robert Lowry
*Hymn of the Month | Teaching our children great hymns of our faith

What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.   

Oh! Precious is the flow, 
That makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.   
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For my pardon, this I see, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
For my cleansing, this my plea, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Oh! Precious is the flow, 
That makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.   

Nothing can for sin atone, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
Naught of good that I have done, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Oh! Precious is the flow, 
That makes me white as snow;  
No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

This is all my hope and peace, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
This is all my righteousness, 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON

CHILDREN’S CHURCH DISMISSAL | Children 4 years old through 2nd grade

SCRIPTURE READING | Nehemiah 8:1-12 

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water 
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses 
that the Lord had commanded Israel. 2So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand 
what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it 
facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in 
the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. 
And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 



4And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made 
for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, 
Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5And 
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all 
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6And Ezra blessed 
the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting 
up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with 
their faces to the ground. 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, 
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, 
the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people 
remained in their places. 8They read from the book, from the Law of God, 
clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy 
to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as 
they heard the words of the Law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat 
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing 
ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” 11So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, 
“Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12And all the people went 
their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, 
because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLI #11172124 

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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SERMON | Rev. Ryan Tompkins | Do Not Be Grieved

SERMON NOTES
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OFFERTORY

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the good 
news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s 
Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship
by placing your offering in the tithe box located at the entrance
to the chapel on your way back to your seat after communion.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Christ Our Hope in Life and Death 
Words & Music by Keith Getty, Matt Boswell, Jordan Kauflin, Matt Merker, Matt Papa | ©2020 Getty Music Publishing

What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone.  
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to Him belong.
Who holds our days within His hand?  
What comes, apart from His command?  
And what will keep us to the end?  
The love of Christ, in which we stand.

O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess: 
Christ our hope in life and death.

What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good.  
Where is His grace and goodness known?  
In our great Redeemer’s blood.
Who holds our faith when fears arise?  
Who stands above the stormy trial?  
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh  
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? 

O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess:
Christ our hope in life and death.

Unto the grave, what shall we sing? 
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!”  
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with Him.
There we will rise to meet the Lord,  
Then sin and death will be destroyed,  
And we will feast in endless joy,  
When Christ is ours forevermore.  

11



O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess:
Christ our hope in life and death.

O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal;  
O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess: 
Christ our hope in life and death.
Now and ever we confess: 
Christ our hope in life and death.

GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Amen.

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Ephesians 6:23-24

Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 
incorruptible. 

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Who is Ezra?

2. For what purpose did the people ask for the Law of Moses?

3. How do you consult the Word of God?

4. How did the people respond to the Law of Moses? Who helped them to
understand it?

5. When is it appropriate to weep in response to God’s Law?
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

Sunday, May 8
Mother's Day

Tuesday, May 10
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Sunday, May 15
9am
Youth Group | Room 118 & 135
Elementary Sunday School | Room 200

Tuesday, May 17
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Thursday, May 19
12-1pm
Men's Lunch | Torchy's | Preston/Forest

Sunday, May 22
Youth Volunteer Sunday

Tuesday, May 24
6:30am
Final Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Margin for Blessing
Scripture overwhelmingly values community, which is built upon Christian friendship. Sadly, our 
lives are often so busy that we fail to make Christian friendship a priority. If “iron sharpens iron,” 
then we risk becoming rather dull, and we risk missing the blessings God intends for us as we 
invest in one another. This summer, we’re offering a program called Margin for Blessing, which 
is intended to connect people intergenerationally for three times of fellowship over the summer. 
Why should you consider participating? You lack margin, and you need blessing. 
If you have more questions, follow up with Joanna Dawson (women@mercydallas.com) or Ryan 
Tompkins (ryan@mercydallas.com).

Summer is Coming!
VBS Family Night at Park Cities Presbyterian is June 5th and Mercy will help host the party! We will 
need volunteers - both youth and adult - to man stations. If you have questions, please reach out 
to Allison Ellis, our VBS coordinator (allison.h.ellis@gmail.com). 
Mercy's first ever Backyard Bible Club is June 27th - Contact Emily (emily@mercydallas.com) for 
more information.

Infants and Children
A mother's room is available for feeding and calming infants; it is located in the office space just 
outside the left exit door in the sanctuary.  
Nursery is available for infants (Nursery Room) and toddlers (Room 135).
Children’s Church (4 years-2nd Grade) meets weekly during the sermon in Room 200.
Elementary Sunday School (3rd-5th Grade) meets on 1st and 3rd Sundays from 9-10am. 
Contact Emily Freeman at emily@mercydallas.com for more information.

Youth Group
5/15
Youth Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9am. 8th - 12th in Room 118 and  6th & 7th  in Room 
135. Each 4th Sunday, youth have the opportunity to serve as part of the Set Up or Welcome Team. 
For more information, contact Josh and Hannah Patch at youth@mercydallas.com.  

Men's Ministry
The Men's Bible Study meets Tuesday mornings from 6:30-7:30am at Cindi's Deli (11111 N US 
75-Central Expy. 75243). Contact church@mercydallas.com for further information. 

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica Nokes (jessica@mercydallas.com) for further 
information. 

Serve at Mercy
Sunday morning volunteers are critical to the work and worship of Mercy. Contact Jessica at 
jessica@mercydallas.com for more information or to sign up. 
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CONNECTING

Pastor Search Team
If you have any questions about the ongoing pastor search, or are interested in contacting the 
Pastor Search Team, please email pastorsearch@mercydallas.com. 

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com.

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.givingfire.com.
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230

6930 Alpha Road | Dallas, Texas 75240
church@mercydallas.com | mercydallas.com
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MINISTRY STAFF

Interim Pastor
Rev. Ryan Tompkins | ryan@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION  |  session@mercydallas.com

Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Rev. Ryan Tompkins
Tim Swindell

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter
Tyler Welsh


