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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would love 
to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your information 
with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities are 
available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Lord’s Day | March 6, 2022          

REFLECTION

“Peace comes from within. Do not seek it without.”  - Buddha

“An eye for an eye only ends up making the whole world blind.”  - Mahatma Gandhi

“Nobody can bring you peace but yourself.”  - Ralph Waldo Emerson

INVOCATION  | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 125

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but 
abides forever.

As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from 
this time forth and forevermore.

For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on the land allotted to the 
righteous, lest the righteous stretch out their hands to do wrong.

Do good, O Lord, to those who are good and to those who are upright in their 
hearts!

But those who turn aside to their crooked ways the Lord will lead away with 
evildoers! Peace be upon Israel!
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

O Worship the King
Words by Robert Grant | Music by Johann Haydn (arr. William Gardiner) | Public Domain

O worship the King, all glorious above, 
And gratefully sing His power and His love; 
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, 
Whose robe is the light, Whose canopy space, 
Whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

O King and Father, your Son died and was raised up in power. Now enable us 
to die to our sin in repentance so we may rise to new life in Him. We confess 
to you: Lord, though you should guide us, we inform ourselves; though you 
should rule us, we control ourselves; though you should fulfill us, we console 
ourselves. We think your truth too high, your will too hard, your power too 
remote, your love too free. But they are not! And without them, we are of all 
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people most miserable. Now heal our confused minds with your word, heal 
our divided wills with your law, heal our troubled consciences with your love, 
heal our anxious hearts with your presence, all for the sake of your Son, who 
loved us and gave himself for us. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sin and gives us grace

John 10:14-15, 28-29

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
.... I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, 
and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.”

HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Jesus With Thy Church Abide
Words by Thomas Benson Pollock | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music © 1997

Jesus, with Thy church abide;
Be her savior, Lord, and Guide,
While on earth her faith is tried:
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

Keep her life and doctrine pure;
Grant her patience to endure,
Trusting in Thy promise sure:
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

May she one in doctrine be,
One in truth and charity,
Winning all to faith in Thee:
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.
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May she guide the poor and blind,
Seek the lost until she find
And the brokenhearted bind:
We beseech Thee, hear us,
We beseech Thee, hear us.

MERCY MOMENT | Pastor Search Committee

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 Tucker Ryan Abbott 

PARENTAL VOWS 
  

1. Do you acknowledge your child's need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the  
renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?  

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for your own?  

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance 
upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will 
pray with and for him, that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that 
you will strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? 

CONGREGATIONAL VOW 

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents in the 
Christian nurture of this child? 

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

The Heidelberg Catechism | Q16 & 17

Why must the mediator be a true and righteous human?

God’s justice demands that human nature, which has sinned, must pay for 
sin; but a sinful human could never pay for others.

Why must the mediator also be true God?

So that the mediator, by the power of his divinity, might bear the 
weight of God’s wrath in his humanity and earn for us and restore to us 
righteousness and life.
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PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

How Firm a Foundation
Words by R. Keene | Traditional Melody | Public Domain

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall My strength ever be.

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I'll never, no never,no never forsake.
  



CHILDREN’S SERMON

CHILDREN’S CHURCH DISMISSAL | Children 4 years old through 2nd grade

SCRIPTURE READING | Philippians 4:1-9

Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved. 2I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche 
to agree in the Lord. 3Yes, I ask you also, true companion, help these women, 
who have labored side by side with me in the gospel together with Clement 
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—
practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON | Rev. Ryan Tompkins | Think About These Things

SERMON NOTES
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OFFERTORY

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the good 
news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s 
Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship
by placing your offering in the tithe box located at the entrance
to the chapel on your way back to your seat after communion.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
Words by Augustus Toplady | Music by James Ward (1984)

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure; 
Save from wrath and make me pure. 

Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill thy law's demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, 
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to the cross I cling; 
Naked, come to thee for dress; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When mine eyes shall close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee.

GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.
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BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Ephesians 3:16-19 

May God grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith - that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with 
all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of God.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does it look like to rejoice always in the Lord (v. 4)?

2. How can one not be anxious about anything (v. 6)?

3. Do you experience the peace of God (v. 7)? If you find peace hard to come
by, then why do you think it is elusive?

4. About what do you tend to think? Does your mind dwell on those things
listed in v. 8? How might you steer your mind in that direction?

5. Consider v. 9. Do you have someone in your life to whom you can look as
an example, as Paul instructed the Philippian church to look to him?
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
 

Sunday, March 6
9am
Youth Group | Room 118  | Room 135
Elementary Sunday School | Room 200

Tuesday, March 8
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli
9:30am
Final Women's Morning Study | Dawson Residence

Wednesday, March 9
7pm
Final Women's Evening Study | Nelson Residence

Sunday, March 13
Immediately following service
Congregational Meeting | Sanctuary 

Tuesday, March 15
No Men's Bible Study this week

Sunday, March 20
9am
Youth Group | Room 118 | Room 135
Elementary Sunday School | Room 200

Tuesday, March 22
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Thursday, March 24
12pm
Men's Lunch | Hopdoddy's McKinney Ave 

Sunday, March 27
Youth Volunteer Sunday

Tuesday, March 29
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Wednesday, March 30
7-9pm
Women's Ice Crem Social | Nelson Residence



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congregational Meeting 
On Sunday, March 13th, immediately following the worship service, Mercy Presbyterian Church will 
have a congregational meeting. The business to be conducted at this meeting is the election of Mr. 
Tim Swindell to the office of ruling elder. If the church fails to reach a quorum on March 13th, the 
congregational meeting will be held on March 20th.

Infants and Children
A mother's room is available for feeding and calming infants; it is located in the office space just 
outside the left exit door in the sanctuary.  
Nursery is available for infants (Nursery Room) and toddlers (Room 135).
Children’s Church (4 years-2nd Grade) meets weekly during the sermon in Room 200.
Elementary Sunday School (3rd-5th Grade) meets on 1st and 3rd Sundays from 9-10am.
Contact Emily Freeman at emily@mercydallas.com for more information.

Youth Group
3/6, 3/20
Youth Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9am. 8th - 12th in Room 118 and 
6th & 7th  in Room 135. Each 4th Sunday, youth have the opportunity to serve as part of 
the Set Up or Welcome Team. For more information, contact Josh and Hannah Patch 
at youth@mercydallas.com.  

Women's Ministry
Save the date for our next social on Wednesday, March 30th from 7-9pm at the Nelson's home. 
Please RSVP with the link in the weekly email by March 23rd. For questions about the women's 
ministry contact Joanna Dawson (women@mercydallas.com).

Men's Ministry
The Men's Bible Study is studying the book of James Tuesday mornings from 6:30-7:30am 
at Cindi's Deli (11111 N US 75-Central Expy. 75243). They will not meet on March 15th. The next 
men's lunch is Thursday, 3/24 from 12-1pm at Hopdoddy's on McKinney Ave. Contact church@
mercydallas.com for further information.

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica Nokes (jessica@mercydallas.com) for further 
information. 

Serve at Mercy
Sunday morning volunteers are critical to the work and worship of Mercy. Contact Jessica at 
jessica@mercydallas.com for more information or to sign up. 

Interested In Joining Mercy?
If you are interested in joining Mercy Presbyterian, please contact Jessica Nokes at  
jessica@mercydallas.com for information on next steps.
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CONNECTING

Pastor Search Team
If you have any questions about the ongoing pastor search, or are interested in contacting the 
Pastor Search Team, please email pastorsearch@mercydallas.com. 

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com.

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.givingfire.com.
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230

6930 Alpha Road | Dallas, Texas 75240
church@mercydallas.com | mercydallas.com 14

MINISTRY STAFF

Interim Pastor
Rev. Ryan Tompkins | ryan@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Thomas and Katherine Walter

ELDERS  |  session@mercydallas.com

Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Rev. Ryan Tompkins
Jason Webb

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter
Tyler Welsh


