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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would love 
to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your information 
with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities are 
available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
The Lord’s Day | March 20, 2022          

REFLECTION

I would rather be what God chose to make me than the most glorious creature that 
I could think of; for to have been thought about, born in God’s thought, and then 
made by God, is the dearest, grandest, and most precious thing in all thinking.   
         
                 - George MacDonald

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Romans 11:33-36

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”

“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 
forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Lift High the Cross
Written by George William Kitchin | Altered by M. R. Newbolt | Hope Publishing Co. ©1950

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where the Master trod,
Our King victorious, Christ the Son of God. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conquering ranks combine. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

Each newborn servant of the Crucified
Bears on the brow the seal of him who died. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
Your death has brought us life eternally.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory!
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore his sacred name.

DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

O Father, we are gathered before you, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite, to confess 
that we have sinned in thought and word and deed; we have not loved you 
with all our heart and soul, we have not loved you with all our mind and 
strength; we have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves. In your mercy, 
deepen our sorrow for the wrong we have done and for the good we have 
left undone, so that we may hate our sin with a holy hatred. But, please 
Father, do not leave us in sorrow. With you, O Lord, there is forgiveness. 
In your mercy, restore the joy of our salvation; so that we may love you with 
a holy love. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sin and gives us grace

Ephesians 2:4-7

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved 
us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated 
us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 Zachary Thomas Walter 

Parental Vows 
  

1. Do you acknowledge your child's need of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the  
renewing grace of the Holy Spirit?  

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises on his behalf, and do you look in faith to the Lord 
Jesus Christ for his salvation, as you do for your own?  

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon 
divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before him a godly example, that you will pray with 
and for him, that you will teach him the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, 
by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring him up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord? 

4



Congregational Vow

Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of assisting these parents in the 
Christian nurture of this child? 

HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Blessed Assurance
Words by Fanny Crosby | Music by Phoebe P. Knapp | Public Domain

Blessed assurance: Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of Salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission: all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long.
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CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

The Heidelberg Catechism | Q20

Are all saved through Christ just as all were lost through Adam?

No. Only those are saved who by true faith are grafted into Christ and 
accept all his blessings. 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDER CANDIDATE

Tim Swindell 

Ordination Vows 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as originally given, to be the 
inerrant Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and the Catechisms of 
this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; and do 
you further promise that if at any time you find yourself out of accord with any of the 
fundamentals of this system of doctrine, you will, on your own initiative, make known to 
your Session the change which has taken place in your views since the assumption of this 
ordination vow? 

3. Do you approve of the form of government and discipline of the Presbyterian Church in 
America, in conformity with the general principles of biblical polity? 

4. Do you accept the office of ruling elder in this church, and promise faithfully to perform 
all the duties thereof, and to endeavor by the grace of God to adorn the profession of the 
Gospel in your life, and to set a worthy example before the Church of which God has made 
you an officer? 

5. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? 

6. Do you promise to strive for the purity, peace, unity, and edification of the Church? 

Congregational Vow

Do you, the members of this church, acknowledge and receive this brother as a elder, 
and do you promise to yield him all that honor, encouragement, and obedience in the Lord 
to which his office, according to the Word of God and the Constitution of this Church, 
entitles him? 



PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

How Firm a Foundation
Words by R. Keene | Traditional Melody | Public Domain

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
You, who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition, in sickness, in health;
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth;
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea,
As thy days may demand, shall My strength ever be.

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand
Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of grief shall not thee overflow
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to break,
I'll never, no never,no never forsake. 7



 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH DISMISSAL | Children 4 years old through 2nd grade

SCRIPTURE READING | Philippians 4:10-23

I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned 
in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned 
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me. 14Yet it was kind of you to share my 
trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me 
in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me 
help for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the 
fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full payment, and more. 
I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, 
a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my 
God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 21Greet 
every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. 22All the 
saints greet you, especially those of Caesar's household. 23The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON | Rev. Ryan Tompkins | Contentment in Every Situation

SERMON NOTES 
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OFFERTORY

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power,   
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the good 
news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s 
Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship
by placing your offering in the tithe box located at the entrance
to the chapel on your way back to your seat after communion.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 

10



COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 
Words and Music by William Cowper | Public Domain 

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's veins;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains:
Lose all their guilty stains,
Lose all their guilty stains;
And sinners, plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away:
Wash all my sins away,
Wash all my sins away;
And there may I, though vile as he,
Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its pow'r,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved, to sin no more:
Be saved, to sin no more,
Be saved, to sin no more;
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more.

E'er since by faith I saw the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die:
And shall be till I die,
And shall be till I die;
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.
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GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.

BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What would it look like for you to confess with Paul, “for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content” (4:11)?

2. Where does Paul find the strength to live this way? How does Christ 
strengthen him?

3. Consider how the church in Philippi encouraged Paul. How does this 
shape your thinking about supporting evangelists and missionaries?

4. Do you believe v. 19? What does it look like to believe v. 19?

5. Look back at Philippians 2:5-11, which is the heart of the letter. Paul 
considers the life and mission of Jesus, and much of the letter is how he 
lives out that paradigm and how he challenges the church to live out that 
paradigm. Offer a summary thought on our consideration of Philippians.
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
 

Sunday, March 20
9am
Youth Group | Room 118 | Room 135
Elementary Sunday School | Room 200

Tuesday, March 22
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Wednesday, March 23
7pm
Women's Bible Study | Nelson Residence

Thursday, March 24
12pm
Men's Lunch | Hopdoddy's McKinney Ave 

Sunday, March 27
Youth Volunteer Sunday

Tuesday, March 29
6:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Wednesday, March 30
7-9pm
Women's Ice Crem Social | Nelson Residence



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Palm Sunday
The children of Mercy will be participating in our Palm Sunday service by leading the congregation 
in singing All Glory Laud and Honor. Please take some time to practice the song with your children 
prior in the coming weeks. A link to the song can be found in the weekly email.

Infants and Children
A mother's room is available for feeding and calming infants; it is located in the office space just 
outside the left exit door in the sanctuary.  
Nursery is available for infants (Nursery Room) and toddlers (Room 135).
Children’s Church (4 years-2nd Grade) meets weekly during the sermon in Room 200.
Elementary Sunday School (3rd-5th Grade) meets on 1st and 3rd Sundays from 9-10am. They will not 
meet on Easter Sunday (April 17). 
Contact Emily Freeman at emily@mercydallas.com for more information.

Youth Group
3/20, 4/3, 5/1, 5/22
Youth Group will not meet on Easter Sunday (April 17). 
Youth Group meets on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at 9am. 8th - 12th in Room 118 and 
6th & 7th  in Room 135. Each 4th Sunday, youth have the opportunity to serve as part of 
the Set Up or Welcome Team. For more information, contact Josh and Hannah Patch 
at youth@mercydallas.com.  

Women's Ministry
Save the date for our next social on Wednesday, March 30th from 7-9pm at the Nelson's home. 
Please RSVP with the link in the weekly email by March 23rd. For questions about the women's 
ministry contact Joanna Dawson (women@mercydallas.com).

Men's Ministry
The Men's Bible Study meets Tuesday mornings from 6:30-7:30am at Cindi's Deli (11111 N US 
75-Central Expy. 75243).The next men's lunch is Thursday, 3/24 from 12-1pm at Hopdoddy's on 
McKinney Ave. Contact church@mercydallas.com for further information. 

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica Nokes (jessica@mercydallas.com) for further 
information. 

Serve at Mercy
Sunday morning volunteers are critical to the work and worship of Mercy. Contact Jessica at 
jessica@mercydallas.com for more information or to sign up. 

Interested In Joining Mercy?
If you are interested in joining Mercy Presbyterian, please contact Jessica Nokes at  
jessica@mercydallas.com for information on next steps.
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CONNECTING

Pastor Search Team
If you have any questions about the ongoing pastor search, or are interested in contacting the 
Pastor Search Team, please email pastorsearch@mercydallas.com. 

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com.

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.givingfire.com.
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230

6930 Alpha Road | Dallas, Texas 75240
church@mercydallas.com | mercydallas.com 15

MINISTRY STAFF

Interim Pastor
Rev. Ryan Tompkins | ryan@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Thomas and Katherine Walter

ELDERS  |  session@mercydallas.com

Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Rev. Ryan Tompkins
Jason Webb

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter
Tyler Welsh


