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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship, called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, 
help them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. 
Children learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring 
activities are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and 
toddlers.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship | January 29, 2023          

REFLECTION 

“His heart was like a sensitive plant, that opens for a moment in the sunshine, but curls up and 
shrinks into itself at the slightest touch of the finger, or the lightest breath of wind.” 

-Anne Bronte

“The line separating good and evil passes not through states, nor between classes, nor 
between political parties either – but right through every human heart..." 

-Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

"In difficult times carry something beautiful in your heart." 
-Blaise Pascal

“You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.” 

 -St. Augustine

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

from Psalm 92:1-5, 8, NIV

It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High,

to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night,

to the music of the ten-stringed lyre and the melody of the harp.

For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works of 
your hands.

How great are your works, O LORD, how profound your thoughts!

You, O LORD, are exalted forever.
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HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa & Michael Bleecker | Bleecker Publishing ©2012

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
In the dawning of the King
He the theme of heaven's praises
Robed in frail humanity
In our longing in our darkness
Now the light of life has come
Look to Christ who condescended
Took on flesh to ransom us

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
He the perfect Son of Man
In His living in His suff'ring
Never trace nor stain of sin
See the true and better Adam
Come to save the hell-bound man
Christ the great and sure fulfillment
Of the law in Him we stand

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Christ the Lord upon the tree
In the stead of ruined sinners
Hangs the Lamb in victory
See the price of our redemption
See the Father's plan unfold
Bringing many sons to glory
Grace unmeasured love untold

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry
Slain by death the God of life
But no grave could e'er restrain Him
Praise the Lord He is alive
What a foretaste of deliv'rance
How unwavering our hope
Christ in power resurrected
As we will be when He comes
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DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

Most gracious and heavenly Father, we confess to you our failing to love 
you with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength. You have given us all 
that is good; you have called us as your beloved children; you have sealed 
us with your Spirit. Yet we continue to live as orphans, clinging to our 
kingdoms rather than to you. Forgive us, we pray. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Titus 3:4-6

 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he 
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according 
to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior....
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HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

God, Be Merciful to Me 
Scottish Psalter | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music ©1997

God, be merciful to me; 
On Thy grace I rest my plea 
Plenteous in compassion Thou, 
Blot out my transgressions now; 
Wash me, make me pure within; 
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 

My transgressions I confess; 
Grief and guilt my soul oppress. 
I have sinned against Thy grace, 
And provoked Thee to Thy face. 
I confess Thy judgement just; 
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust. 

I am evil, born in sin; 
Thou desirest truth within. 
Thou alone my Savior art, 
Teach Thy wisdom to my heart; 
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow, 
Wash me whiter than the snow. 

Broken, humbled to the dust 
By Thy wrath and judgment just, 
Let my contrite heart rejoice, 
And in gladness hear Thy voice; 
From my sins O hide Thy face, 
Blot them out in boundless grace. 

Gracious God, my heart renew, 
Make my spirit right and true. 
Cast me not away from Thee, 
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me; 
Thy salvation’s joy impart, 
Steadfast make my willing heart. 
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Sinners then shall learn from me, 
And return, O God, to Thee 
Savior all my guilt remove, 
And my tongue shall sing Thy love 
Touch my silent lips, O Lord, 
And my mouth shall praise accord

MERCY MOMENT  | Crates for Ukraine

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

The Guanabara Confession | Article I

We believe in one God, immortal, invisible, creator of heaven and earth, and 
of all things, visible and invisible, who is identified in three persons: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit; who constitute nothing else but the same substance in 
essence, eternal and of the same will; the Father, source and beginning of all 
good; the Son, eternally generated by the Father, who, in the fullness of time, 
manifested Himself in the flesh to the world, being conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, was born of the Virgin Mary, made under the law to rescue those that 
were under it, in order that we would be received by adoption as God’s own 
sons; the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and the Son, teacher of all 
truth, speaking through the mouths of the prophets, bringing the things that 
were said by our Lord Jesus Christ to the apostles. He is the only comforter 
in affliction, imparting steadfastness and perseverance in all good. We 
believe that it is necessary to worship solely, perfectly love, cry to and call 
upon the majesty of God in faith, and in a personal manner.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

Be Thou My Vision
Ancient Irish Hymn | Translated by Mary E. Byrne | Public Domain

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art! 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
High king of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 

High king of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

CHILDREN’S CHURCH DISMISSAL | Children 4 years old through 2nd grade
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SCRIPTURE READING | 2 Corinthians 4:1-16a | Sevee Alaniz

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. 
2But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to 
practice cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement 
of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the 
sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 
6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 7But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing 
power belongs to God and not to us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 11For 
we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that 
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at 
work in us, but life in you. 13Since we have the same spirit of faith according 
to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and 
so we also speak, 14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us 
also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence. 15For it is all for your 
sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 16So we do not lose heart.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp | Do Not Lose Heart

SERMON NOTES
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INTERLUDE

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them up to the Lord.
 You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 		
 for you created all things, making us in your image. We praise you for your                      
 Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who by His death on the cross and rising
 to new life offered the one true sacrifice for sin and obtained an eternal    
 deliverance for His people. Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are  
 full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!

PRAYER

  Gracious God, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, and pray
  that we who receive them, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, according 
  to our Savior’s word, may share in victory and eternal life.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
  Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
  Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
  Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS
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The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the good 
news, have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s 
Church. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage 
you to spend this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your 
relationship with Jesus Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctury.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
    undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
    If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
    of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
    and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
    Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
    years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
    you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
    the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
    believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
    to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross,
    and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
    from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
    Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
    family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
    grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
    the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
    you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
    your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
    Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
    desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
    you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
    closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,    
    looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken
Words by Henry Lyte | Music by Bill Moore | Bill Moore Music ©2001

Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee. 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve sought or hoped or known. 
Yet how rich is my condition! 
God and heaven are still my own.

Let the world despise and leave me, 
They have left my Savior, too. 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue. 
O while Thou dost smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate and friends disown me, 
Show Thy face and all is bright. 

Man may trouble and distress me, 
’Twill but drive me to Thy breast. 
Life with trials hard may press me; 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 
Oh, ’tis not in grief to harm me 
While Thy love is left to me; 
Oh, ’twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmixed with Thee. 

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure, 
Come disaster, scorn and pain 
In Thy service, pain is pleasure, 
With Thy favor, loss is gain 
I have called Thee Abba Father, 
I have stayed my heart on Thee 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather; 
All must work for good to me. 
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Soul, then know thy full salvation 
Rise o’er sin and fear and care 
Joy to find in every station, 
Something still to do or bear. 
Think what Spirit dwells within thee, 
Think what Father’s smiles are thine, 
Think that Jesus died to win thee, 
Child of heaven, canst thou repine. 

Haste thee on from grace to glory, 
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer. 
Heaven’s eternal days before thee, 
God’s own hand shall guide us there. 
Soon shall close thy earthly mission, 
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days, 
Hope shall change to glad fruition, 
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 

GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  



SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promises

This is My Father’s World 
Words by Maltbie Davenport Babcock | Music by Franklin Lawrence Sheppard | Public Domain

This is my Father's world, 
And to my list'ning ears,  
All nature sings, and round me rings, 
The music of the spheres.  

This is my Father's world: 
I rest me in the thought  
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought.   

This is my Father's world, 
The birds their carols raise,  
The morning light, the lily white, 
Declare their Maker's praise.  

This is my Father's world: 
He shines in all that's fair;  
In the rustling grass I hear him pass, 
He speaks to me everywhere.  

This is my Father's world, 
O let me ne'er forget,  
That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the ruler yet.  

This is my Father's world: 
The battle is not done;  
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, 
And earth and heav'n be one.
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BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us 
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts and establish them in every good work and word.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Installation Service
Doug's Installation Service will take place tonight, January 29th, at 4pm in the chapel. A reception 
will follow in the social hall. Please make plans to join us for this special event!

Mercy Children
Nursery is available weekly for infants (Nursery Room). Sunday School is available for toddlers 
during the service. Children (4 years-2nd Grade) are dismissed from the service during the sermon 
for Children's Church. Elementary Sunday School (3rd-5th Grade) meets at 9am on 2nd & 4th 

Sundays. A Mother's Room is available during the service if you need a space to feed or calm a 
little one. The office to the north of the sanctuary is a private space set with comfortable chairs 
and a changing station. If you have any questions or would like to get involved with our children's 
ministry, please email Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com).

Youth Group
Youth Group meets 2nd & 4th Sunday evenings at rotating homes. High school students should 
bring their catechism; all students should come with their Bibles! For more information about the 
youth ministry and schedule, contact Josh and Hannah Patch at youth@mercydallas.com.

Women's Ministry
The Tuesday morning study meets at Joanna Dawson's home from 9:30-11am. The Wednesday 
evening study meets at Debi Nelson's home from 7-8:30pm. Feel free to join, even if you were 
unable to attend in the fall. For questions regarding the women's ministry at Mercy, contact 
Joanna Dawson (women@mercydallas.com).

Men's Ministry
Join us Thursday mornings for the men’s Bible study. We are studying the book of Ephesians 
where Paul calls us to examine every area of our lives in light of the gospel, including marriage, 
family, and work. There is no text to order for this study; we will use some prepared questions and 
Bible study methods to work through the letter together. 

Serve at Mercy
Sunday morning volunteers are critical to the work and worship of Mercy. Contact Jessica at 
jessica@mercydallas.com for more information or to sign up. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 



JANUARY CALENDAR 

Sunday, January 29
4pm
Installation Service for Rev. Doug Tharp | The Chapel
5pm
Reception for Rev. Doug Tharp | Social Hall 

Tuesday, January 31
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

FEBRUARY CALENDAR 

Wednesday, February 1
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Nelson's Home

Thursday, February 2
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli 

Friday, February 3
5 - 10pm
Women's Retreat | Crawford, TX

Saturday, February 4
7:30am - 10pm
Women's Retreat |  Crawford, TX

Sunday, February 5
6:30 - 8am
Women's Retreat | Crawford, TX

Tuesday, February 7
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, February 8
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Nelson's Home 
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Thursday, February 9
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Sunday, February 12
9 - 9:45am 
Elementary Sunday School | Room 120 
No Youth Group This Week

Tuesday, February 14
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home
Wednesday, February 15
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Nelson's Home

Thursday, February 16
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Tuesday, February 21
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, February 22
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Nelson's Home 

Thursday, February 23
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Bible Study | Cindi's Deli

Sunday, February 26
9 - 9:45am 
Elementary Sunday School | Room 120 
6-8pm
Youth Group | TBD

Tuesday, February 28
9:30 - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home
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CONNECTING

Community Groups
Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. If you are interested in 
joining a community group, please contact Jessica at jessica@mercydallas.com. 

Weekly Update
Our weekly email newsletter is the primary way we communicate announcements, information 
about church life, and details about upcoming events. Email church@mercydallas.com if you 
would like to receive weekly emails. 

Prayer Requests
If you have a private matter that the session could be praying for, please email their private email 
at session@mercydallas.com. They would love the opportunity to lift your needs before the Lord. 

Giving
If you would like to give to the work and worship of Mercy Presbyterian Church, you can do so in 
three ways:

• Place checks or cash in the offering box located by the door as you exit the sanctuary 
   on Sundays.
• Give online at www.mercydallas.churchcenter.com/giving/to/general
• Mail a check to Mercy Presbyterian, P.O. Box 670035, Dallas, TX 75230
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MINISTRY STAFF

Senior Pastor
Rev. Doug Tharp | doug@mercydallas.com

Ministry Coordinator 
Jessica Nokes | jessica@mercydallas.com 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Emily Freeman | emily@mercydallas.com

Women’s Ministry Coordinator
Joanna Dawson | women@mercydallas.com

Director of Music
Sal Bautista | music@mercydallas.com

Youth Group Leaders | youth@mercydallas.com
Josh and Hannah Patch
Nate and Cecile Foster
Glenn and Maci Lanier
Thomas and Katherine Walter

SESSION  |  session@mercydallas.com

Rev. Doug Tharp 
Jon Buell
Dave Nelson 
Tim Swindell

DEACONS  |  deacons@mercydallas.com

Thomas Buerger
Brett Cast
Eric Clay
Micah Cunningham
Bryan Hatfield
Adam Huebner
Phil Vanderhill 
Thomas Walter


