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Welcome to Mercy Presbyterian Church

Thank you for joining us in worship today. If you are visiting with us, we are delighted that you 
have chosen to be with us and our desire is to be a blessing to you. Our prayer is that God will 
transform our lives and enable us to live for His glory and the good of the world. We would 
love to get to know you better and answer any questions you may have. Please share your 
information with us by emailing us at church@mercydallas.com.  

Our Worship

You will notice that we follow a thoughtful and connected rhythm in our worship called liturgy. 
The order of our worship reflects the work of the gospel in our hearts. In worship, we come 
together to tell the story of the gospel by the structure of our worship, the content of our 
worship, and the way that we worship.

Parents of Young Children

We believe the church is for all people, young and old, and want Mercy to be a church where 
children are seen, heard, and loved. We invite you to involve your children in our service, help 
them understand what is going on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say and sing parts of our worship service every week 
in order to help our young children to participate. Children’s bulletins with coloring activities 
are available by the door to the sanctuary.  Nursery is also available for babies and toddlers. A 
Mother's Room (the Blumen Room) is available during the service if you need a space to feed 
or calm a little one. The Blumen Room is a private space set with comfortable chairs and a 
changing station to the north of the sanctuary, and down the hall to the right. 

Connection Points

If you are a visitor, regular attender or member, we would love the chance to connect with 
you outside of Sunday mornings! Use the QR code below to receive more information about 
community groups and other ministries, as well as to communicate changes to your personal 
information. 

Community Groups are a vital part of Mercy’s ministry and worship. The Weekly Update is our 
email newsletter and the primary way we communicate announcements, information about 
church life, and details about upcoming events. Your Prayer Requests matter to us! If there is 
any way that we can pray for you, we would love the opportunity to join you in lifting your needs 
before the Lord.  Use the QR code below or email church@mercydallas.com to connect with us!

Tuesday, April 2
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, April 3
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home 

Tuesday, April 9
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, April 10
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Friday, April 12
6 - 9pm
Men's Retreat | TBD

Saturday, April 13
8am - 4pm
Men's Retreat | TBD



ORDER OF WORSHIP
Lord's Day Worship  |  February 25, 2024          

WELCOME 

INVOCATION | We pray for God’s presence, power and blessing in worship

CALL TO WORSHIP | God invites us into His presence to worship Him   

Psalm 95:1-3

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord;
    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

For the Lord is a great God,
    and a great King above all gods.
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CALENDAR

Sunday, February 25
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Morgan's Home

Tuesday, February 27
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, February 28
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Saturday, March 2
Youth Guy's Video Game Night | TBD

Tuesday, March 5
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, March 6
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Sunday, March 10
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Church's Home

Tuesday, March 12
No Bible Studies This Week | Spring Break

Wednesday, March 13
No Bible Study This Week | Spring Break

Tuesday, March 19
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
9:30am - 11am
Women's Bible Study | The Dawson's Home

Wednesday, March 20
7 - 8:30pm
Women's Bible Study | The Walter's Home

Saturday, March 23
Youth Ladies Craft Cafe | TBD 

Sunday, March 24
Palm Sunday
9 - 10am
Elementary Sunday School | Room 207 
6 - 8pm
Youth Group | The Morgan's Home

Monday, March 25
BreakFast Service | The Thomason's Home

Tuesday, March 26
6:30 - 7:30am
Men's Study | Cindi's Deli 
No Women's Study This Week | HOLY WEEK

Wednesday, March 27
No Women's Study This Week | HOLY WEEK

Thursday, March 28
Maundy Thursday Service | Chapel

Saturday, March 30
10am - 12pm
Easter Egg Hunt | Huffhines Park

Sunday, March 31
Easter Sunday



HYMN OF ADORATION | We sing praises to God

All Creatures of Our God and King 
Words by Saint Francis Assisi | German Tune | Public Domain 

 
All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing,  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong  
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along, 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Thou rushing morn in praise rejoice,  
Ye lights of evening find a voice,  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
All ye men of tender heart  
Forgiving others take your part 
O sing ye! Alleluia!  
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on Him cast your care  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Let all things their Creator bless,  
And worship Him in humbleness.  
O praise Him! Alleluia!  
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son  
And praise the Spirit, Three in One  
O praise Him! O praise Him!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Children's Ministry
Toddler Sunday School and Children's Church meet every Sunday. Elementary Sunday School 

(3rd - 5th grade) meets from 9-10am on 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings in Room 207. We still need 

volunteers weekly in both the nursery and toddler rooms. If you are interested in getting your 

family plugged in to the children’s ministry at Mercy or if you have a teen or pre-teen interested 

in helping, contact Emily Freeman (emily@mercydallas.com)! The next Elementary Sunday 

School is February 25th.

Youth Ministry
Youth Group meets 2nd and 4th Sundays at alternating homes. Our next meeting is Sunday, 

February 25th at the Morgan's Home. Mark your calendars for some socials in March! Saturday, 

March 2nd is a video game night for the guys and Saturday, March 23rd is a Craft Cafe for the 

ladies. Email the Patches at youth@mercydallas.com with any questions!

Women's Ministry
Women's Bible Study meets on Tuesday mornings at the home of Joanna Dawson from 9:30-

11am. The Wednesday evening study meets at Katherine Walter's home from 7-8:30pm. This study 

will meets through the end of April, with breaks for Spring Break and Holy Week. Contact Joanna 

(women@mercydallas.com) with questions or for more information.

Men's Ministry
SAVE THE DATE for the Mercy Men's Retreat, April 12 (6-9pm) and April 13 (8am-4pm). We'll hear 

from Dr. Steven Foster on Heelcatcher: The Story of Jacob. On Tuesday mornings the men meet 

from 6:30am-7:30am at Cindi's Deli (11111 N Central Expy., Dallas). This semester we're studying 

Romans 1-7, meeting from January 23 through the end of April, with a break for Spring Break in 

March. Contact Doug (doug@mercydallas.com) with questions or for more information.



DOXOLOGY | (Glory Words) We praise the Triune God

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN | We acknowledge our sin and ask for God’s grace

SILENT CONFESSION

CORPORATE PRAYER OF CONFESSION | adapted from Psalm 25:6-8, 11, 16-18

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have been 
from of old. Remember not the sins of our youth or our transgressions; 
according to your steadfast love remember us, for the sake of your 
goodness, O Lord! Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs 
sinners in the way. For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon our guilt, for it 
is great. Turn to us and be gracious to us, for we are lonely and afflicted. 
The troubles of our hearts are enlarged; bring us out of our distresses. 
Consider our affliction and our trouble, and forgive all our sins.

ASSURANCE OF PARDONING GRACE | God forgives our sins and gives us grace

Isaiah 63:7-9

I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord,
    the praises of the Lord,
according to all that the Lord has granted us,
    and the great goodness to the house of Israel
that he has granted them according to his compassion,
    according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
For he said, “Surely they are my people,
    children who will not deal falsely.”
    And he became their Savior.
In all their affliction he was afflicted,
    and the angel of his presence saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
    he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.
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GLORIA PATRI | (Glory to the Father) We praise the Triune God

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.   

 
BENEDICTION | God sends us out into the world with His blessing

Romans 15:13

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

DISMISSAL | God sends us out into the world 

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 



HYMN OF GRACE | We celebrate God’s gift of grace

Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery 
Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa & Michael Bleecker | Bleecker Publishing ©2012 

 

Come behold the wondrous myst'ry 
In the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven's praises 
Robed in frail humanity 
In our longing in our darkness 
Now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ who condescended 
Took on flesh to ransom us 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry 
He the perfect Son of Man 
In His living in His suff'ring 
Never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam 
Come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment 
Of the law in Him we stand 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry 
Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners 
Hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption 
See the Father's plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory 
Grace unmeasured love untold 
 
Come behold the wondrous myst'ry 
Slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him 
Praise the Lord He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliv'rance 
How unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected 
As we will be when He comes 

SENDING SONG | We are sent as God's people into the world as we trust His promise

Cornerstone 
Words and Music by Edward Mote, Eric Liljero, Jonas Myrin, Reuben Morgan |  Hillsong Music Publishing ©2011 

 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus' name 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love  
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love  
Through the storm He is Lord,  
Lord of all 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love  
Through the storm He is Lord,  
Lord of all 
 
When he shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love  
Through the storm He is Lord,  
Lord of all 
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COMMUNION HYMN | We celebrate the family meal of Christians

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 
Words by Samuel Stennett | Music by Christopher Miner | Christopher Miner Music ©1997 

 
On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand, and cast a wishful eye  
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, where my possessions lie. 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land; 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land.  
 
All o’er those wide extended plains, shines one eternal day;  
There God the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away.  
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land; 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land.  
 
No chilling winds nor poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore; 
Sickness, sorrow, pain and death, are felt and feared no more.  
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land; 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land.  
 
When shall I reach that happy place, and be forever blessed?  
When shall I see my Father’s face, and in His bosom rest?  
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land; 
I am bound (I am bound) I am bound (I am bound)  
I am bound for the promised land.  

 

DEACON'S OFFERING

Since the earliest days of the New Testament church, the deacons have 
taken a special offering to provide for those in need both inside and outside 
the church. The Lord uses the generosity of His people to provide care that 
ministers to the whole person, meeting physical and mental needs while 
being attentive to the spiritual. Through this, we see God's mercy work 
through us to bless our church and community. Every 4th Sunday, our 
deacons will give Mercy an opportunity to give to this special offering.

CONFESSION OF FAITH | We confess what we believe

Westminster Shorter Catechism Q&A 33-36

 
What is justification? 

Justification is an act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our 
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone.

What is adoption? 

Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the 
number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God. 

What is sanctification? 

Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in 
the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to 
die unto sin, and live unto righteousness.

What are the benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from 
justification, adoption, and sanctification? 

The benefits which in this life do accompany or flow from justification, 
adoption, and sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace of 
conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance 
therein to the end.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Prayer adapted from the Worship Sourcebook  | Katherine Walter

THE LORD’S PRAYER | We lift up our requests to God

    

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

HYMN OF PREPARATION | We prepare our hearts to hear God’s Word 

His Mercy Is More 
Words and Music by Matt Boswell & Matt Papa | Getty Music Hymns and Songs ©2016 

 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord  
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness  
New every morn 
Our sins they are many,  
His mercy is more 
 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord  
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness  
New every morn 
Our sins they are many,  
His mercy is more 
 

OFFERTORY | Joyfully giving His tithes and our offerings in response to His grace

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER | The family meal of Christians

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION AND THANKSGIVING

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but in your abundant and great mercies. While 
we are not worthy so much as to gather the crumbs under your table, we 
nonetheless come, gracious Lord, because we have been bought with a 
price. So we give thanks for our savior and shepherd Jesus Christ, who by 
his life, death, and resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

ACCLAMATION OF PRAISE

Therefore, we lift our voices to praise you, saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hallelujah! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.    
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Hallelujah! 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 

 
PARTAKING OF THE ELEMENTS 
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What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment, His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many, His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord  
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness  
New every morn 
Our sins they are many,  
His mercy is more 
 
Praise the Lord  
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness  
New every morn 
Our sins they are many,  
His mercy is more 
Our sins they are many,  
His mercy is more 
  

CHILDREN'S SERMON

CHILDREN DISMISSED TO CHILDREN'S CHURCH 

The Lord’s Supper, also called Communion or the Eucharist, is the family meal of Christians. We  
invite followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this sacrament: those who have believed the good news, 
have repented of their sins, and are baptized members in good standing in the Lord’s Church. If 
you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend 
this time in prayer. We hope that this time is helpful to you as you consider your relationship with Jesus 
Christ and with His people, the Church.

Please consider offering your tithes as a physical act of worship by placing your 
offering in the tithe box located at the entrance to the sanctuary.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be 
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so.
If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer for Awakening
Lord Jesus, I have heard from the Bible for years, and have been in church for
years, but very little of this seems real to me. Please show me the reality of what
you are saying. Unnerve me with the badness of the bad news. Enthrall me with
the goodness of the good news. Make what is familiar seem new. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before
believed, but through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared
to hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, 
and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Covenant Children
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
your disciples. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling Against Sin
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely 
to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, looking 
only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING |  Galatians 4:1-7  | Elizabeth Cunningham

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 

though he is the owner of everything, 2but he is under guardians and 

managers until the date set by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we 

were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. 4But 

when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 

might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON | Rev. Doug Tharp  | From Slaves to Sons

SERMON NOTES

 1. Slavery of Sons (1-3)

2.  Sending of the Son (4-5)

3. Spirit of Sonship (6-7)
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